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of an Englishman is of a fair-haired, blue-eyed person, yet in
London observation in any busy street or in the parks will quickly
dispel the illusion. Moreover, everywhere in Europe one finds enor-
mous differences within short distances as from county to county
in England, or as in a drive I took not long ago in Italy.

"In the delightful coast town of Amalfi, where we were staying,
we commented on the gentleness, the sweetness, and the friendli-
ness of the people. Only a few miles away, up in the mountains,
there was a complete and astonishing change. The inhabitants
shook their clenched fists at us as our car passed; they spat on the
car and threw stones. They appeared to be wholly different people,
yet they and the Amalfians were equally 'Italians/

"Instances of such differences could be multiplied indefinitely.
What peoples could be more different in many ways than the gay
and boastful Gascon of the South and the reserved and dour Breton
peasant of the North? Yet we include them both under one head
when we speak of 'the French/ "

In passing, it may be noted that Dr. Adams, in exposing the
invalidity of generalizations, has himself generalized about the
people of Amalfi and the nearby towns in Italy and the Gascons and
the Bretons of France. The error lies in postulating that if a number
of individuals have one element in common, they must have something
else also in common. The peoples of Italy have this in common that
they are, for political purposes, the citizens of Italy, but that does
not mean that they have a common attitude towards strangers.
Similarly, the people of France have this in common that they all
owe political allegiance to the French Government, but they do not
on that account have a common temperament, either gay or dour.
The same individuals may at times be dour and at other times gay,
both in France and Italy and everywhere else.

The Americans and Canadians immediately on either side of the
artificial boundary line between the U.S.A. and Canada are very
much alike in all aspects of culture, except the political. The Ameri-
can in Maine has more in common with the Canadian on the other
side of the boundary than with an American in Florida or Cali-
fornia in regard to industry, agriculture, climate, dress, customs